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» EIRST SKILL INDIA CENTRE (SIC) OF THE COUNTRY
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Inaugurated by: Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Minister of Education and Skill
Development.

Inaugurated at: Sambalpur, Odisha

National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) is the principal architect of the skill
ecosystem in the country.

NSDC will designate a Centre Manager to monitor the implementation of training programs.
Founded: 31 July 2008, Headquarters: New Delhi, CEO: Mr. Ved Mani Tiwari

Odisha  Capital: Bhubaneswar, Chief

Minister: Naveen Patnaik
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INDIA’S LARGEST GREEN HYDROGEN PRODUCTION FACILITY

To be set up by: NTPC Limited
It will be set up in Andhra Pradesh.




e Agreement is signed between Andhra Pradesh and NTPC TO set up “Integrated Green
Hydrogen Hub”.

e Aim: To create a world-class ecosystem for technologies in the new energy paradigm.

e Founded in 1975, NTPC aims to be the world's largest and best power major.

e NTPC has been conferred the prestigious Maharatna status by the Indian government.

e NTPC Head: Gurdeep Singh, Andhra Pradesh Governor: Sri S. Abdul Nazeer
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1. ‘Van Mitra’ Scheme

e Launched by: Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar

e Aim: To encourage community participation in tree planting activities in non-forest areas.




e Any individual aged between 18 and 60 can become a Van Mitra.

e Haryana Capital: Chandigarh, Governor: Bandaru Dattatreya

‘g AT QST

o FRATOT & AEIHA AAIGT ATl T GaNT cllodl [ohaT 31T |

o 3ERT:IR-ae &1 A gaTIIUT AIfafa e #F wrererRies smefeRy # deafed HYe|
o 18 60 Y T 3MY T IS T AT aoT AT T Fehel B |

o ERIATUT FI TSTETeA: TSNMG, TSI UTSl: TSTE AT

. Supreme Court Lawyer Fali Nariman passed

away

e He served as the additional solicitor general
between 1972 and 1975.

e He was also a nominated member of the Rajya
Sabha from 1999-2005.

e Heargued in many notable cases like: 1.C. Golak
Nath, Third Judges Case, Bhopal Gas Tragedy, TMA Pai Foundation, etc
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. 11" International Puppet Festival

It was kicked off at Tagore Theatre in
Chandigarh.

The exhibition has featured live
demonstrations of puppet making.

Global organization that supports and

promotes puppetry: International

Puppetry Association

World Puppetry Day is celebrated on March 20%" every year.
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India's Largest Tribal Festival:
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Organized by: Medaram Village,
Telangana

Name of Festival: Sammakka
Saralamma Jathara

The Jathara festival is scheduled to take

place from February 21 to February 24 this
year.

Telangana Governor: Dr. Tamilisai Soundararajan, Capital: Hyderabad

HRT T X T3T ST T A IcHT:

3TISTeh: AGRIHA G, AT

HEICHd T ATH: HFAFHT GLAFAT TYRT

STURT 3c0d 39 Aol 21 TaT A 24 Ta doh gt dTell g |




o AT & TITeT: oT. afAfATS WiedRare, Taeme: Eererg

APPOINTMENTS

1. Indian cricketer Shubman Gill appointed as a “state icon” for the upcoming Lok Sabha
polls.
e Appointed by: Punjab Chief Electoral Office.  JEERN/ZBEEE T s 0 0 e

e Punjab Capital: Chandigarh, Chief Minister: mll

Bhagwant Mann L
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2. Lieutenant General Upendra Dwivedi has assumed charge as Vice Chief of the Army Staff.

e Chief of Army Staff: General Manoj Pande
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INTERNATIONAL

1. World’s First Wooden Satellite

e Japan and the US are planning to launch the world’s first wooden satellite.

e Satellite name: LingnoSat




e This spacecraft is made up of Magnolia wood.
e Space Agency: NASA and the Japan

Aerospace Exploration Agency
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2. Henley Passport Index for 2024:
e Top spot was secured by: France, India’s rank: 85
e Countries are ranked by the number of passports they accept visa-free or with visa on
arrival.
e The index is based on data from the International Air Transport Association (IATA).

e Index in published by Henley & Partners’ research team.
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3. 119" country to join the International Solar Alliance (ISA):
e Malta has become the 119t country to join the ISA.
e ISA was conceived as a joint effort by India and France.

e Aim: To reduce the dependence on non-renewable sources of energy like fossil fuels.
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Malta Capital: Valletta, Currency: Euro (€)
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AWARDS

1. Best Technology Bank of the Year Award

Won by: South Indian Bank

Award won at the 19" IBA Annual Banking
Technology Conference, Expo, & Citations.
South Indian Bank Founded: 1929, Headquarters:
Thrissur, Kerala

MD & CEO: PR Seshadri
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2. 58" Jnanpith Award 2023




e Won by: Urdu poet Gulzar and Sanskrit scholar Jagadguru Rambhadracharya

e Gulzar Real Name: Sampooran Singh Kalra

e Jnanpith Award is the highest literary honor conferred in India.

e The award was established in 1961 and
first awarded in 1965.
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1. Fastest batter to score 10,000 runs in T20 cricket: Babar Azam

e Pakistan’s Babar Azam has become the fastest batter to score 10,000 runs in T20 cricket.

e Previous record was held by West Indies’
Chris Gayle (285 innings).

e Virat Kohli claims the third spot (299
innings).
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. Second Indian Bowler to Take 500 Test Wickets:

e Ravichandran Ashwin claimed 500" Test Wicket against England.
e He achieved this monumental feat in his 98t Test Match.
e 1% Indian Bowler to claim 500 Wickets: Anil

Kumble
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. 4% Edition of Khelo India University Games 2023
e Inaugurated by: PM Modi
e Inaugurated at Sarusajai Sports Complex in Guwahati.

e Over 215 universities are participating in this mega university event.
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India's oldest living Test cricketer dies at 95

e India's oldest Test cricketer Dattajirao Gaekwad died due to age-related ailments.
e He played 11 Tests for India between 1952 and 1961.




e He became India's oldest living Test cricketer in 2016 after the death of former batter
Deepak Shodhan at the age of 87 in Ahmedabad.
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SIGNIFICANT DAYS

1. 18 February 2024: World Whale Day

e Aim: To raise awareness about the threats
faced by whale species.

e This day originated in 1980 through the
efforts of Greg Kauffman and the Pacific

Whale Foundation.
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2. 20 February: World Day of Social Justice
e Theme 2024: Bridging Gaps, Building Alliances

e Aim: To offer a platform to raise voices against injustice around the globe.
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. 21 February: International = Mother
Language Day
e Theme 2024: Multilingual education is a

pillar of intergenerational learning
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. 22 February: World Thinking Day

e Theme 2024: Our World, Our Thriving Future
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. 22 February: World Scout Day
e Theme 2024: Scouts for a Better World
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. 20 February: World Day of Social Justice

e Theme: "Bridging Gaps, Building Alliances".
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1. Mumbai-based radio personality Ameen Sayani, 91, who hosted that iconic hit parade of film

songs from Dec 1952 to April 1994, passed away.
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INTERNATIONAL PUPPETRY ASSOCIATION

Established in 1929 in Prague, Czech Republic, making it one of the oldest international performing
arts organizations. To promote and develop puppetry in all its forms throughout the world, fostering
international collaboration and exchange. UNIMA is a non-governmental organization (NGO) with
a membership of national centers representing over 90 countries (as of 2023). It organizes the World
Puppetry Festival every four years, highlighting diverse puppetry styles and fostering global

exchange.
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GREEN HYDROGEN

Green hydrogen is a form of hydrogen fuel created through electrolysis of water, where an electric
current splits water (H20) into hydrogen (H2) and oxygen (O2). The key point is that the electricity
used in this process comes entirely from renewable sources like solar, wind, or hydropower. This
production method makes green hydrogen a completely clean fuel, producing no greenhouse gas

emissions when used or during its production process.
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